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INADAY

A new analysis, “Can Anybody Hear Me?” by The New Britain
Project, shows that most major government policy announcements
capture the public’s attention for just 24 hours, raising questions
about how effectively Whitehall communicates beyond
Westminster.

“If a tree falls in a forest, and nobody is around to hear it, does it
make a sound?”
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Atits peak, Google searches were around 20-50 times higher for
digital ID than for other flagship policy terms.

Interest endured. Elevated searches persisted for around three
weeks after the announcement rather than fading ovemight.

Others were fleeting. Most policy launches produced a brief spike
and retumed to baseline within one to three days.
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= DIGITAL ID = FREE SCHOOL MEALS -— DEFENCE SPENDING BRITISH STEEL US TRADE DEAL WM ID

100
PM announces roll out of digital ID
75
Government acts to save British Steel production
50
US Trade deal announced
PM announces biggest sustained
Increase in defence spending since
25 the cold war
Over half a million more children
to receive free school meals
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We first tested whether flagship announcements
actually land with the public by tracking Google
search interest around 15 flagship policies (UK,
Jan-Jul 2025). In Whitehall, the No.10 “grid” is
designed to space out major announcements -
typically one per day - to avoid clashes; our
qguestion was simply how long those moments
register outside the politcial bubble. Using Google
Trends (index 0-100), we find short-lived attention
around most launches.

Most stories only sustained interest for a day; a
handful lingered beyond a day, and not one
stretched to three days.

. Median half-life of an announcement: 1 day

®  Mean half-life of announcement: 1.2 days (18 + 15)
Within 24h: 12/15 (80%) interest fell halfway back to

normal

Within 48h: 15/15 (100%)

Range: Longest 2 days; shortest 1 day
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We then looked at TikTok as a distribution channel - using a simple scrape of the official party
accounts (@reformparty_uk, @uklabour) from January to July 2025. While this is indicative
rather than exhaustive, it provides a useful snapshot of which parties are actually reaching
audiences on the platform.

Posts: Labour 240 vs Reform 125

Total views: Reform 10.0M vs Labour 8.54M

Typical post reach (median views/post): Reform 27.7k vs Labour 9.9k

Engagement rate (likes+comments+shares + views): Reform 9.44% vs Labour 6.12%
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While government messages struggle to cut through, Whitehall's communications workforce
continues to grow. Across civil service departments, the number of communications staff
has risen by 5.4% in the past year.

Some of the biggest jumps include:

Cabinet Office: +40.3% (how 335 comms staff)

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: +31.9% (360 staff)
Department of Health and Social Care: +29.8% (235 staff)

Ministry of Defence: +22.7% (860 staff)

Department for Culture, Media and Sport: +20% (50 staff)




100 Press release

Government unveils plans for next
generation of new towns

Hundreds of thousands of working people and families will

BU reap the rewards new towns across Britain, as the Prime
Minister paves the way for the largest housebullding
programme since the post-war era.
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 =Jul 31 2025, Query: "new towns".
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BREAKFAST CLUBS

Press re|lzase

First schools confirmed for landmark
free breakfast clubs

100 First 550 schools to otfer clubs from April, delivering on
government’s Plan for Change.

Frgrs Dapartmant Ter Education and The BE Han Bridgel Phillipasn FP

20 Published 23 February 2025 Parents get 95 hours back as free
Breakfast Clubs are rolled out

FPress release

First 750 breakfast clubs to rollowt from Tuesday, delivering
an government’s manifeste commitment and promise to put
more maney in working people’s pockets
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 1 -Jul 31 2025, Query: "breakfast clubs®™.
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DEFENCE SPENDING

Press releass
Prime Minister sets out biggest
sustained increase in defence

100 \ spending since the Cold War,

protecting British people in new era for
national security

The Prime Minister has today (Teesday 25 February) set out
his commitment (o increase spending on defence (o 2 5% ol
80 GIOP from Agril 2027
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Source: Coogle Trends, UK, Jan 01 -Jul 31 2025, Query: "defence spending™.
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POTHOLES

FPress release

PM tells councils to prove action on

pothole plague to unlock extra cash
100 and reveals £4.8 billion for major roads

\ Ihie Plan for Change is tackling the pothole plague, building

vital roads and ensuring every penny 15 delivenng results tor
the taxpayer

380
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, JQuery: "potholes”.
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NINJASWORDBAN

100
\ News story
Ninja swords banned by summer as

20 manifesto commitment delivered

Final part of Ronan's Law introduced in Parliament thanks to
campaigning of Kanda family.

From Home UITce and The Tt Hon Yrvetle per MF

Pubdished 27 March 202%
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, Query: “ninja sword ban™. Th
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EXTRAGP APPOINTMENTS

Press release

Half a million appointments and
operations saved by ending resident
doctor strikes

Ending doctor strikes saved 500.000 appointments and
operations, and cut waiting lists by 193000,

Fraim |3'|-|1.|.l trment of Health and Soclal Care and The Bt Hon Wes ‘||r1l-|-|||||_|| P

Puldishied 3 Apeil 202%
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, JQuery: "extra gp appointmeants”.
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Fress release

100 Landmark economic deal with United
States saves thousands of jobs for
British car makers and steel industry

Thousands of jabs have been saved as the Prime Minister

80 secured a first-of-a-kind trade agreement with the LS.

From: Prime Minister's Office, B0 Downirg Street. Department for Business and Trade
The Bt Mon Sir Beir Stanmer BCH K MPand The Bt Hon Jonathan Heyrolds FFP
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60 Last upclaled 8 May 2025 —

40

20

Jan Feb Mar Apr

VHIIES drt

-

May

June July

Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 -Jul 31 2025, JQuery: "US trade deal”.
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CONTROLIMMIGRATION

Press release
Prime Minister unveils new plan to end
100 years of uncontrolled migration

The Prirme Minister will today announce an end to Britain's
failed experiment in open borders that saw migration soar to
ane millizn a year by ensuring people coming here earn the
right to stay in the country
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, Query: "control immigration”™.
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GREATBRITISHRALWAYS
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Press release
New dawn for rail as South Western
services return to public hands

Train operators will have to meet ngorous performance
standards and earn the right to be called Great British
Railways

May

June July

Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, Query: "great British railways”™.
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FREE SCHOOLMEALS

Press release
Over half a million more children to get

free school meals
100 —

Mew entitlement to free school meals for all children in
household on Universal Credit.

Fram U partment for Educaticn, Stephen Morgan MP, The Bt Hon Liz Kendall MF ard

80 The Rt Hon Bridget Phillipson MP

Published 4 Jung 2025
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 =Jul 31 2025, Query: “free school meals®.
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NHS TEN YEARPLAN

100

30

Folicy paper

60 10 Year Health Plan for England: fit for
the future

40 Sets out the government's 10 Year Health Plan for England.

From: Department of Health and Social Care, Prime Minlster's Office, 10 Downing
Street, The Rt Hon Sir Kelr Starmer KCB KC MP and The Rt Hon Wes Streeting MP

20 Pubdished 3 July 2025
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, JQuery: "MHS ten year plan®.
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GREAT BRITISHENERGY

Great British Energy to cut bills for
hospitals and schools
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Press release

Great British Energy legislation passes
through Parliament

Landmark bill passes in Parliament as Great British Energy
60 takes another major step forward

From Department for Energy Secprty and Net Jevo ang The B Hon Ed Miliband MP
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 ~Jul 31 2025, JQuery: "great british energy”.
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Evidence uncovered in huge pile of

flytipped waste
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FLYTIPPING

Councils to seize and crush fly-tipping
vehicles to clean up Britain

Waste criminals, fly-tippers and cowboy waste operators to
have vehicles seized and crushed

From L;E'F'ﬂr':'ﬁﬂ'-\':l:'l‘."r":"‘_"f": Fre0adl & Rusrad Affairs, Ensnronmaent a-gﬂ'l!::'ﬂl'l!r"lc'
Ri Hod Steve Rised OBE MP

Published 29 April 2025

Secretary of State Fewe Beed yvisiting Al
Metsl Fecycling Centre in Wokingham ta
S 3 verRCh beung crushed
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Spource: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 -Jul 31 2025, Query: “fly tipping™.
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APPRENTICESHIPS

10,000 more apprentices as
government slashes red tape to boost
growth
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Source: Google Trends, UK, Jan 01 =Jul 31 2025. Query: "apprenticeships™.
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Press release
Government acts to save British steel
production

Urgent action by the Government sees vote on emergency
powers to save British steel production

From Department for Business and Trade ang The Rt Hon Jenathan Reynalds MP

Published 12 &peil 2025
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Sowurce: Coogle Trends, UK, Jan 01 -Jul 31 2025, Query; "british steel™,
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Handle

@uklabour

@reformparty_uk

Posts

240

125

Total plays

8,542,234

10,017,311

TIKTOK
LABOUR VS REFORM

Total likes

417,313

843,092

Total comments

73,604

43107

Total shares

31,584

99,196

Median views
per post

9,907

27,700

Engagement
rate

6.12%

9.44%
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TIKTOK
LABOUR VS REFORM

=Tik Tok with 1 million plays
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TIKTOK
LABOUR VS REFORM

80
2.7 million plays in
July for @UKLabour
posts
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g 40 1.3 million plays in
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@reformparty_uk
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@UKLABOURTOP5

Share this with someone who

rents! #labourgovernment the difference with labour #labour . ‘ #uklabour #ukpolitics ) | -
s #labourgovernment #fyp #news Something’s not adding up here... #labourgovernment #labgov #fyp i don't know' final boss
#labourparty #ukpolitics " _
#ukpolitics #july2025 #goodnews

#keirstarmer #goodnews #fyp
#britain #june2025

Promoted by Hollie Ridey on behalf of the Labour Party, 20 i 2 .

Rushworth Street SE1 055

Nigel Farage when you
ask him about Reform's
plan for Britain

Nigel Farage |

5 things the Labour
Government
announced this week
that you might not
know about =

' COMING TO THE UK =~
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29th June 11th July 21st June 21st February 24th July
931,900 plays 786,800 plays 644,200 plays 403,300 plays 360,200 plays
www.tiktok.com/@uklabour/video/ https://www.tiktok.com/@uklabour/  https://www.tiktok.com/@uklabour/ https://www.tiktok.com/@uklabour/ https://www.tiktok.com/@uklabour/

7521393560629939478 video/7525796627043405088 video/7518400190894624032 video/7473992011742186774 video/7530698177926761761



(@REFORMPARTY_UKTOP5

British people are being neglected, ts Emeta decldrs.a natona Labour and the Conservatives

Reform UK has more candidates in while those who arrive across the =eclity eme(r:%ency ; nithe English don’t want to face the British

the 2025 council elections than any Channel illegally are handed free One year of Starmer, one year of u- annet. public this May, so they have
other political party. healthcare, accommodation, and . colluded to cancel elections for

even trainers from JD Sports. : Onlv Ref - T— millions.
o . _ na:r‘ d E;T rt\:%oseea:?ho iave Make your voice heard, sign the
nly Reform will put a stop to this P ; petition. LetThePeopleVote.com
madness entered |“ega"y.
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3rd April 18th June 1st July 14th May 5th February
1,000,000+ plays 952,700 plays 719,200 plays 657,500 plays 333,000 plays
https://www.tiktok.com/ https://www.tiktok.com/ https://www.tiktok.com/ https://www.tiktok.com/ https://www.tiktok.com/
@reformparty uk/video/ @reformparty uk/video/ @reformparty uk/video/ @reformparty uk/video/ @reformparty uk/video/
7489156433381051680 7517265219719040278 7522172322745306390 7504275558654610710 7468002909586738465



METHODOLOGY

Methodology supported by Fenimore Harper communications, run by
former Downing Street disinformation advisor.

GOOGLE TRENDS

We selected flagship announcements that (1) cut across the main government departments and voter issue areas (health,
housing, schools/families, infrastructure, crime, migration, defence, industry/trade), (2) had clear national significance (PM or
Secretary-of-State—fronted, or billed as affecting large numbers of people), and (3) offered a datable policy moment
anchored to an official GOV.UK announcement or ministerial statement. For each item we matched the Google Trends query
to the government’'s own headline phrase (or the closest unambiguous variant) to minimise noise and test whether that
exact wording coincided with a short-term change in public search interest. The set is illustrative rather than exhaustive and
is used to describe attention patterns, not to infer policy effectiveness.

For each policy, we looked at UK Google searches for the exact phrase in the government’s announcement. We took the
normal level as the median of the previous 28 days, and the spike as the highest day from the announcement day to two
days after. The attention half-life is simply how many days it takes for searches to fall halfway back to that normal level.

TIKTOK
Scraped the official handles of the Labour party and Reform UK using APPIFY between Jan 1 - Jul 31 2025 and collected all
viewing and engagement data.

FENIMORE ~ the

HARPER ~ Project "
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